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Lucas and Tessa have always had a close friendship. So it's no surprise when Lucas finally realizes his true
feeling for Tessa and he asks her to Prom. What no one expected, especially Lucas, was for Tessa to come
out as a lesbian-or for Tessa's decision to wear a tuxedo and escort her female crush to Prom, to spark a
firestorm of controversy. Humiliated and confused, Lucas must decide if he should stand on the sidelines or
if he should stand by his friend to make sure that Tessa Masterson will go to Prom.
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Akiva says

EDIT: Apparently the authors are straight. SUDDENLY, MUCH BECOMES CLEAR. I'm going to add
some comments to my original review.

Argh. Okay.

Actually, aaaarrrrrghhhhh is more accurate.

I didn't realize the story was ripped from the headlines, and it feels vaguely exploitative.

This story is entirely ripped from the headlines and it's very exploitative. As other reviewers have pointed
out, they take Constance McMillen's life and turn it into a life lesson for a fictional entitled straight male
baseball star.

I like Tessa. I like Tessa a lot. She's definitely a baby butch, but it's subtext in the story, not text.
Without consciously thinking about it, she decides she's going to wear a tux to the prom. But
she'll still wear heels and a purse, that makes it just for fun, right? Definitely not because
femininity doesn't feel right. Nope.

This hurts the worst. It's not the author(s) subtly addressing what it's like to be a gender variant teenage girl,
it's just them being utterly ignorant about what it's like to be a gender variant teenage girl. They wanted the
story about Tessa's tux, but they didn't want to have to sympathetically write an (icky, ugly, mannish) butch
lesbian---who would want to read about someone like that?

Memo for straight people: The girls who dress up their tuxes like Vogue models with strappy heels and a
cute rhinestone clutch are not the ones whose photos get banned from the yearbook.

I don't agree with the book's thesis about grand gestures being vitally important. This might be
a personal hangup, but if you wanted me to forgive you for blabbing about something I'd told
you in confidence in the most hurtful way possible, the way to go about it would not be to use
the same "tell the world" approach to pressure me into forgiving you.

I did like that love didn't have to be a grand gesture, or last forever, to be important and to
change your life. And that friendship is a kind of love.

So... it's a YA novel, in other words, and it fails to avoid the usual pitfalls of YA novels.

Straight people need to be stopped.

Christina (A Reader of Fictions) says

Last year, I read Notes from the Blender by Brendan Halpin and Trish Cook. It was completely adorable,
with excellent teen characters and touching on real issues. Halpin has done it again, this time partnering with
Emily Franklin.
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Multiple points of view can either be amazing in a book or completely awful; there doesn't seem to be too
much of an in between. Both of Halpin's books that I have read are great examples of good ways to do it. Of
course, it's a bit easier with two authors, each writing their own character. Still, I love it entirely, because it
gives both of the characters their own unique voices.

The opening scenes, where Luke becomes convinced that Tessa is crushing on him, are absurd but in a
totally true-to-life way. His analysis is way off, obviously, but who's isn't? He starts evaluating everything,
reading only the things that add up to the answer he expects to find. Of course, none of this would have
happened without the prodding of other people. This is clearly an argument against matchmaking.

The controversy about whether Tessa and Josie should be allowed to go to the Prom just makes me fighting
mad. I mean, how could that possibly hurt anyone else? Of course, even worse is that I know there's a book
about this because things like this really happen, because so many people in this country are still so parochial
that they think it matters who people fall in love with. Come on, America, get over it! Oh, and at this point, I
need to include a fantastic quote from Luke's part of the narration; keep in mind that it could be different in
the final copy of the book:

"There are people who think I'm a hero because I'm standing up for biblical values. Like I've ever read the
Bible in my life. Maybe if I did, I could find the part about how making a girl's life into a living hell is
something that God thinks you should do."

Really, this was just the sweetest book. I completely love the message, one of acceptance and open-
mindedness. There's no hating on Christianity or religion in general. Halpin and Franklin aren't trying to
demonize anyone. I want to add a copy of this to my personal library and shelve it metaphorically next to
Will Grayson, Will Grayson, though not literally, because I shelve alphabetically by author. This book made
me cry and laugh out loud. Not many do that.

Now, go listen to some Lady GaGa (aka Miss Kaboom) and let your freak flag fly, be it what it may. We're
all better when we're ourselves!

Heidi says

Originally reviewed here.

So…this one’s getting filed under ‘book guilt’ because I honestly had that mental/emotional debate with
myself where I wasn’t sure I could be honest about my mediocre feelings for this book. Why? Because while
I do want to be respected as an honest reviewer, I also don’t want people to get the impression that I harbor
views or beliefs that I most adamantly do not. On the flip side, I can’t pretend to be gung-ho about a book
that I didn’t entirely enjoy reading, that wouldn’t be fair to me or that book. So I just want to say here and
now that I am 100% pro gay-rights, and my thoughts on Tessa Masterson Will Go to Prom aren’t some anti-
gay statement. I don’t feel guilty for giving the book a ‘meh’ review, but I do feel guilty that I even
considered fudging things to make myself feel better about it.

I have to confess—there are few things I was more ambivalent about as a teen (and still am) than prom. So
maybe that should have been a clue right there that a book starring the word ‘prom’ wouldn’t really be the
perfectly fitting glass slipper I’ve been waiting on. And then when right at the beginning, Luke (one of our
two protagonists) asks Tessa (the other) to prom with a grand gesture the whole town can see, I really should
have just stopped. Because I’m that girl. The one who hates grand gestures and public displays of love of a
giant scale. I hate it when people propose on billboards at sports events, heck, I hate it when people propose
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in public period. Something about it just makes me so uncomfortable and awkward. These were the clues I
should have taken and just not read this book, but I didn’t want to let something like the P word intimidate
me out of a read, so I powered forward.

Here’s the lowdown. I’ve determined that I’m not really a fan of the ‘let’s get together and write a book from
two characters’ points of view…we can each write a character and go back in forth in first person
perspective!’ books. I read Dash and Lily’s Book of Dares which was also a miss for me, and even though I
really liked The Future of Us, I can acknowledge that this is not a style I enjoy. And then there was the fact
that this book had “ABC Family Special” written all over it. You know, if ABC Family were the type of
channel to support “the gay agenda” (I’m assuming they’re not, but I could be wrong. Modern Family is on
ABC). It was very agenda-driven. A ‘we have a message!’ type book, that’s so steeped in warm fuzzies and
fond sentiments by the end I kind of felt like I was drowning in it. Sure, it makes you feel good inside to see
the things you believe about friendship, love, family, and being who you really are regurgitated so blatantly
on a page, but it doesn’t challenge you or make you think. Tessa Masterson Will Go to Prom is a great book
for teens who may need to see a happy ending come out of a ‘gay in small-town middle America’ story, but I
don’t think that it’s going to change anyone’s mind in regards to their stance on sexuality. And that’s okay!
Not every book needs to be the book that challenges the way people think, and sometimes people really need
the support and to feel good at the end of the day, but it was all a bit too hug-it-out for me.

The “ripped-from-the-headlines” story that Tessa Masterson Will Go to Prom was based on concerned a
Mississippi student, Constance, whose high school prom was cancelled after the school informed her she
could not attend prom with a girl, or wearing a tux. You can read a short ACLU summary here. Now,
admittedly, I don’t know the gritty details of this story, but I had a hard time swallowing a lot of the events in
Tessa Masterson Will Go to Prom. For example, the school does nothing when Tessa’s locker is repeatedly
vandalized, to the point that her school work (and presumably) textbooks are destroyed. In fact, they seem to
support the vandalism, and even the custodian will do nothing to help clean the locker indicating that she
deserved it. The school suspends students who openly support Tessa, and indicate that they will attempt to
negatively affect students’ acceptance and scholarships into colleges as a result. I find it pretty tough to
believe that professionals in this situation, regardless of personal beliefs, would openly support and
participate in this type of bullying of any student for any reason. I find it particularly hard to believe that not
a single adult in this school seems to have stood up for this student. Tessa Masterson Will Go to Prom was so
busy highlighting the negative to make it all that much bigger of a turnaround by the end that they
diminished the positive to an unrealistic level.

My final nitpick is that they used fake brand names close to but not quite the same as the real thing—I hate
when books do this. Can someone explain this to me? Is this a result of not wanting/having to pay some sort
of fee for mentioning Twilight and Good Morning America? Because honestly? It just makes the whole book
feel like a knock-off brand to me too. And I don’t care what people try to tell you, knock-offs are pretty
much never as good as the name brand.

I will close in saying that there were some great, positive aspects to this book, and I think a lot of readers will
love it. I’d even recommend it if I met the right person for it. Tessa’s family was wonderful, and my favorite
character in the book was Luke’s mom who was downright awesome. Luke was a bit of a douchenozzle, but
as I’ve gone on long enough I suppose I shouldn’t go off on him too, especially since he spends so much
time trying to make up for himself. At any rate, don’t take my review as the end-all-be-all of Tessa
Masterson Will Go to Prom.

Melinda says
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The writing isn't bad, and the story is fast-paced and easy to read, but it's no surprise to find out after
finishing it that both of the authors are straight. Although the book has a lesbian main character and the plot
revolves around the homophobia she faces, there's hardly any focus on her lesbian relationship, while the
hurt feelings and heterosexual romance of her misogynist male best friend plays a major part of the story. It
helps that his mother occasionally points out how gross and selfish he's being — like asking him to stop
ogling women in front of her, although it doesn't stop his constant objectification of every girl around him —
but it's disappointing how focused the story is on glorifying Tessa's male best friend and their friendship,
while skipping over any relationships between women.

Paula says

I read this book with the hopes that it would be the story of a lesbian teen who wants to go to prom with her
girlfriend, but instead I got a story about a straight boy who can't deal with the fact that his best friend/crush
has rejected him, and proceeds to ruin her life.

The authors focused too much on Lucas; even when it was Tessa speaking, she was always thinking about
Lucas this and Lucas that. No wonder Josie broke up with her, Tessa barely paid attention to her.

If you were looking for a lesbian relationship, look else where, because all you will find here is a story of
male-female friendship.

L. says

This came up in my recommendations list due to my other book choices, and it is a disappointment. It's a
coming out story set in Indiana - heartwrenching, but not in a good way, because the titular character, Tessa,
is outed by her best friend after she refuses his "grand, romantic" prom invitation. This sack of shit gets his
ego bruised and reveals (to his entire baseball team) that Tessa wants to take a girl to the prom. Of course it
gets out; news travels fast in a small town. The entire town poops their Pampers and Tessa is gay-bashed and
becomes the center of a "controversy" about "family values". The holy rollers pull out the stops and show up
to her parents' grocery with signs straight from a Westboro "Baptist" funeral "protest". It gets worse: the
school has an actual policy against girls wearing "men's clothes" and bringing same-sex dates to prom, so the
school board holds a meeting and cancels prom. Tessa gets blamed. Bricks are thrown through the window.
Stale candy is thrown at Tessa. At this point, it gets so bad that it seems like the authors just drew from a hat
– "What Outed Gay Teens Go Through - Conservative Small Town Edition" – gave up, and dumped the
entire thing on.

Anyway, the press come to her house, her family's store is boycotted, and her locker and house are
vandalized. And her "friend" Lucas remains oblivious for a long time - about why he had no right to out her
himself, about why Tessa feels the need to be out at all, and even about how fucking manipulative it is to
make proposals (even promposals) to someone in public, forcing them into the limelight (to say yes, or be
that asshole who didn't).

Lucas tries to redeem himself, but of course he can't do that fully - being an asshole - and most of the book
focuses on him, so consequently I spent most of the book fantasizing about beaning him in the head with a
sack of grapefruits. In the end, he "solves" it by performing two more grand sweeping gestures. He makes
Team Tessa T-shirts which sell out, saving Tessa's family from bankruptcy, and– you guessed it – puts on an
alternate prom for Tessa. Tessa Masterson's Big Gay Prom. And they dance all night, and an international



Read and Download Ebook Tessa Masterson Will Go to Prom...

PDF File: Tessa Masterson Will Go to Prom... 7

pop sensation shows up to perform, and the hot college girl who works at the Mastersons' grocery during the
summer happens to show up to fill Lucas's empty love interest slot. Tessa forgives him, apologizes for
keeping secrets, and basically lionizes him on television.

Obviously, I have problems with this - especially with Lucas being forgiven at the end, without him realizing
the three aforementioned things he's done wrong. Maybe it's just me, but I didn't really want to see him find
another love interest at the end, either. I was honestly very unconcerned with his romantic future, considering
that he's an attractive college-bound boy on a baseball scholarship. I don't like the symmetry of it – that he
was rewarded with love at the slightest sign of decent behavior. Also, I don't like love interests being handed
out randomly when no effort is made, but that's a general problem with romantic books.

I realized at the end that I was looking for the wrong thing in this book. I expected to find a book about a
difficult coming out process, and a friend's attempt to make things right in the aftermath, but more from the
perspective of the coming-out friend. I thought there would be some angst about whether or not the wronged
party would forgive their friend, and that a sincere, understanding apology would be made. I thought it
would be a celebration of a deep friendship. Instead, I mostly got the struggles of an immature boy who was
unprepared for the consequences of his own actions, who misreads his friend so much that he thinks she is
deeply in love with him, when she actually likes girls. A boy so unused to rejection that he outs her in
retaliation. And spends the entire rest of the book angsting about what he can do to fix it – not for her, but, in
his words, so "he can sleep at night".

This was not a book, I realized, about Tessa Masterson. Her chapters go into her perspective, sure; but this is
not about her personal journey. She is a foil for Lucas. All I really got from her chapters was flashes of
stream-of-consciousness: she loves and respects her parents, she has always had a deep-seated fear of being
outed, she has good interpersonal skills, and she tries, heartbreakingly, to please people. She never moves by
herself, though. She never gains agency, she never gets acceptance. She gets a party, and she forgives Lucas,
and Lucas is the hero. That's the point. This is not a book about helping a gay teenager. This is a book about
her asshole friend's overwrought, idealized quest to make himself feel better.

Now, why didn't they state that more explicitly on the inside cover? I could have saved myself a couple
hours.

Clare says

Tessa Masterson Will Go to Prom is the story of a lesbian teen who just wants to go prom with her
girlfriend… told almost entirely through the lens of her straight male best friend who feels slighted when she
doesn’t return his interest. Girls like Tessa are needed in young adult fiction, but I would prefer them to be
the heroines of their own stories, not the motivation for someone else’s.

Lucy says

I don't usually leave reviews for books but for this one I think I need to. I had never heard of this book until
the day I bought it. The reason I took a chance with it is because I like LGBTQ teenage fiction, and because
it seemed relevant to not only things going on in my life, but the very real struggles of LGBTQ teenagers
going on in the world in general.

I was a bit hesitant at the start. The book is written in first person, alternating between Tessa and Lucas's
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POVs, and sometimes Tessa's thoughts were hard to follow and I wasn't sure about the way Lucas's were
written either. But once I got used to the writing style and the characters I realised I was confusing the
quality of the writing with the characters' thoughts, if that makes sense. It wasn't that the writing was
somewhat incoherent, but that Tessa's thoughts were - as thoughts sometimes are. Once I got up to the main
'action' of the book, I got really really into it and ended up finishing it almost in one go.

Another thing was that I HATED Lucas at the start. I hated him more than I have ever hated a protagonist
before (including Bella Swan, and I hated her a lot). I've been in a similar situation to Tessa's in that I had a
guy friend who had a crush on me but I just was not interested in being more than friends with him and had
to try to figure out a way to let him down nicely but firmly, so I could relate, to a point. It annoyed me that
Lucas had the nerve to call Tessa selfish when really he was the one being a self-obsessed asshole. But he
didn't stay one. I'm trying not to give spoilers, but as the public backlash intensified, he started to realise that
maybe he was wrong. Which was good. I started to like him more after that, and by the end of the book I had
forgiven him.

Some reviews on here have criticised the stereotypes that the book is seen to endorse. Okay, Tessa was a bit
of a cliched, stereotypical lesbian - but they do exist, that's why they're the stereotype. I'm also from a small
town (albeit in Australia, which is quite a bit different to America) and I thought the way that Brookfield
(and the attitudes of its residents) was presented was very accurate.

(I also enjoyed the thinly-veiled references to Twilight and Lady Gaga.)

I would recommend this book to anyone - LGBTQ or straight, teenage or slightly past that (like me). Even if
you don't normally go in for YA fiction you should read this because it not only reflects current issues but
the struggles of every kid who has been outcast just for deciding to be who they really are, by people who
have known them their whole lives. I've never read or heard of a book like this one. I don't think there are
any, which makes this one important.

If you're still reading this review, first off, well done xD secondly, my advice to you is: even if you're unsure
at the start of the book, keep reading. It was definitely worth it in the end. I laughed, I cried, I cheered, and I
finished reading with the biggest grin on my face.

Natasha says

DONT OUT YOUR FRIEND DONT YOU EVER FUCKING OUT YOUR FRIEND I DONT CARE HOW
BITTER YOU ARE OVER HER NOT ACCEPTING YOUR EXTA PROM ASK AND THAT SHE
DOESNT LIKE YOU BACK YOU FUCKING DICK ASSHOLE

Samantha says

I found this book via one of the many recommendations offered by Goodreads. I'd never heard of it before
(and lgbt books are a thing that I definitely invest a lot of time looking for), and now I know why.

There are a few problems with this book. First, the stereotyping of lesbians (femme lesbians are a thing, and
not all people who aren't femme are gay). This is just pure shoddy writing at best, and very well
demonstrates how heterosexual the authors are.
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Then there's Lucas, the supposed best friend to Tessa. Except, when he misjudges a very, very public
proposal to ask her to prom and she declines and explains to him that she's gay... His male ego becomes the
primary source of all of the resulting conflict. Instead of realising how difficult it is to come out (especially
in rural Arizona), he takes it upon himself to soothe his wounded pride not just by outing her (which is bad
enough), but by making a series of malicious, dangerous and frankly disgusting public statements that breed
the violence that Tessa and her family have to endure.

But it's okay, because we graciously get all this explained to us throughout the book that because he is a guy
he's an 'ass'; and because he *eventually* realises and feels some remorse for his actions (and inaction), it's
okay. It's okay because he's a male and made lame attempts to make up for inciting violence upon his best
friend, of forever.

Then, there's something else that really bugged me, and it's something that is actually very, very important
when you realise that this is very much an LGBT coming out story.

Tessa Masterson does not kiss anyone.

Her brother is practically always snogging his girlfriend.

Even Lucas somehow manages to get himself a girlfriend and gets a good ol' snog.

But Tessa? No, Tessa gets to hug Josie.

That's it. The heterosexual couples/characters discuss sex on prom night, and even talk about the electricity
of holding someone's hand, or placing your hand on their waist. For Tessa, she has to make do with a hug.
Despite the fact that this story is primarily about a lesbian teenager fighting to go to prom to have the same
fun as the hetero couples; despite the fact that the authors go to great lengths to point out that the school
prom is widely known to be where many first have sex... Tessa isn't even granted the ability for a small kiss.

It's inexcusable that Lucas was made a hero, but it's downright insulting to read a coming out story written
within the past year or so that allows for heterosexuals to be given free reign of their sexualities in an LGBT
book whilst it is simultaneously being denied to the gay characters.

This was an incredibly disappointing read. LGBT fiction and the people deserve better than this. If you want
a recommendation on LGBT coming out books? Read anything else you can find. Even books written in the
70's/80's deal with this subject better than this.

(Please forgive any typos, review written on my phone)

April says

I like reading books that seem to be inspired by current events. Y’all remember back when that school in
Mississippi wouldn’t let that girl Constance go to prom because she was gay? Well, Tessa Masterson Will
Go To Prom by Brendan Halpin and Emily Franklin explores this sort of story in greater detail.

Read the rest of my review here
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Jules Vilmur says

I had the pleasure of reading an advance copy of “Tessa Masterson Goes to Prom” because, well … I'm cool
like that. (Stop laughing. That shtick got me this far, sweetheart. The point is, I got to read it before you did
and therefore, get to tell you how kick-ass it is.)

A simple plot summary might suggest that “Tessa...” is merely a ripped-from-the-headlines retelling of the
events surrounding Constance McMillan's 2010 Mississippi prom controversy. However, in the deft hands of
Brendan Halpin and Emily Franklin, Tessa's characters come alive and the story becomes something unique,
specific and utterly delightful.

Set against the backdrop of conservative small town which is slowly disintegrating, Tessa and her best friend
Lucas struggle with questions of honesty and love. The poignant relationship between the pair, best friends
since early childhood, was for me, a reminder of that bittersweet moment in time when romantic interests
first overthrow the deep bonds of friendship in their emotional importance.

The big messages here are those of acceptance and loyalty. It's not hit-you-over-the-head stuff, but clearly
woven through the unfolding events in a manner that should be accessible for both the intended Young Adult
audience and the adult readers who love them. As a cultural commentary, I can only hope that this lovely
little book will feel dated within the next decade, and be read then as a peek into what it was like BEFORE.

Halpin shines here (as always) with his ability to create teenage characters who walk, talk, think and behave
like teenagers. It is one of the things which drew me to his work initially and one of the things which keeps
me coming back.

“Tessa Masterson Will Go To Prom” has taken up residence on my bookshelf, and not the casually
overstuffed bookshelf in the bedroom, but the Here-To-Stay shelf in the living room. In this house, that's
saying something. Mostly, it says, “These are the books we DON'T want the dog to pee on.” but in the story
of our lives, that's kinda important.

Kay says

I had to stop myself halfway through the book. The story focuses on the lesbian girl's cishet white friend who
proposes to go to prom with her publicly without asking her, or having any kind of inclination that she is
romantically interested in him.
I read a summary of the plot, and it seems like the boy ends up making up by outing her and basically ruining
her life by making sure that she can go to prom with her crush!! Yay! He feels like the victim of the
situation, and gets PISSED because his friend didn't want to come out to him. The book is clearly written by
straight folk.
I wanted to like this book so, so much. But it was just so, so bad.

Lo says

It's not that I have a problem with LGBTQ folk, but I do with the book.

I started dog-earing "areas of concern" near the middle of the book. I ended up picking almost every single
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page. These points stood out the most to me:

1. Tessa's stereotypical lesbian style
2. Lucas's huge "typical guy" ego

I have no problem reading stories about religious small-towns. One I particularly liked was Small Town
Sinners by Melissa C. Walker, which I realize now wasn't as up close as this one was, but either way you
should check it out if you like this type of book.

Point 1:
I'm not sure if Emily Franklin, who I'm guessing is the author who wrote Tessa's part, has ever encountered a
lesbian, or if she encountered more than one. On page 31 Tessa says,"Everyone overlooks all the signs, but
here's the sign. Me. Not dating boys. Me, in jeans and a tank top. It's sort of who I am."
Just because you're a lesbian doesn't mean you are automatically uninterested in anything considered "girly."
I'm actually the same as Tessa--the uncaring style, the not dating, but I'm straight. Plus, there are a lot of
lesbians who are "girly" and wear skirts and dresses.
I also don't like how people just assumed Josie would be wearing a tux along with Tessa without even asking
her. She could perfectly well be wearing a dress, because, once again, some lesbians are girly.

Point 2:
Lucas is an athlete and Tessa's best friend. And when he finds out Tessa's a lesbian and has never told him,
he gets mad, which is completely understandable. But then he goes on to basically tell everybody that Tessa
rejected him because she's not interested in guys, which he should know is a huge mistake in a small town.
And then he even takes it further and decides to speak to a reporter about how Tessa is so selfish for just
being herself. Tessa has been his friend since they were babies, and sure they're fighting, and it feels
different than all the other fights, but that never gives you the right to go spread deadly secrets to the world,
and nobody has any business forcing someone else to come out of the closet. Peoples' sexual preferences are
their own. That's like telling everybody your ex-best friend was assaulted by her father, or sending everyone
your ex-girlfriend's pictures. It wouldn't have been so serious if it were a different state maybe, like
Maryland or New York, but it wasn't.
And after Lucas has told everyone and Tessa's brother Danny gets so mad they get into a fight, Lucas edges
it on, like he has a reason for fighting Danny, even though the only reasons were a) Danny threw a ball at his
head because Lucas basically ruined his sister's life, and b) because Danny is related to Tessa so it must but
partially his fault Tessa's lesbian. (sarcasm)

Truthfully, I found myself starting to like the book near the end when Lucas finally came to his damn senses
and tried to support Tessa, which I guess is what pushed me to add the second star instead of leaving it one
star.

Brendan says

Yeah, I gave it five stars. Because it's awesome. So what if I wrote it? Okay, half of it. Anyway, I'm really
proud of this one. It's about friendship and forgiveness and courage and prom. Read it, and buy several
hundred copies for your nearest and dearest.


