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Why do we need a thorough knowledge of the reality- and the depth- of the Apostasy? It is the key to our
understanding the need for a Restoration! Evidence of the removal of Christ's church abounds not only in the
scriptures but also in the writings of early Christian leaders, particularly those who lived not long after the
Apostles. This remarkable volume collects the best available evidence and presents it with unmistakable
clarity. The material is detailed enough to appeal to gospel scholars, yet accessible enough to benefit any
member of the Church. Centering on thirteen powerful arguments for the reality of the Great Apostasy, this
book will forever heighten your appreciation of the Restoration.
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Shiloah says

This is a powerful and thorough work. Beautifully and expertly laid out. I read this alongside Eric Metaxes
book Martin Luther and it became the perfect companion read. I was seriously blown away by all that I
learned. I love books like this. Tad Callister’s Infinite Atonement was also another one of those for me.

Ryan Patrick says

.

Brandon Byrd says

I wish every Christian would read this book. He clearly lays out the doctrines and teachings as close to the
time of the apostles as we have record of, and shows where changes in teachings have occurred, and that
such changes happened without authority. It is compelling.

Angie says

Wow! Some people are just brilliant, and Tad Callister is one of them. I would like to be able to use clear
concise logic to explain the unexplainable.

Aeslin Bard says

Clearly not a scholarly work. Callister either picks and chooses, or, takes out of context both Biblical
passages and the works of the early Church fathers. He'll quote passages that seem to support his claims but
conveniently ignores the rest of their writings that stand against his position. He only uses sources who are
vocal about their opposition to the Catholic position and only quotes their conclusions and doesn't even
mention their method of reaching that conclusion. He'll lay claims that the Bible is replete with prophecies
about the apostasy and doesn't ever mention those supposed numerous prophecies (maybe one or two
passages that have been taken out of context). His theory that Constantine started the Catholic Church is
mentioned without any source material to back it up, and conveniently leaves out that Constantine supported
and was actually baptized by an Arian Bishop and not a Catholic Bishop. This work is clearly an example of
twisting sacred scripture and history to fit the fallacious LDS view of the mythical great apostasy. If it was in
fact as inevitable as he claims no wonder Joseph Smith claimed that "I have done what even Christ and the
Apostles couldn't go." Heresy at its height.
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Jeff Birk says

Wow. What a thorough book about the apostasy of Christ's original church and the restoration of it in these
days. I don't think that there was a single stone left unturned. I liked that the author used many quotes from
non-LDS authors and scholars, especially those from the time not long after Christ's crucifixion. Elder
Callister is quite the author. This was a long read but worth it and I have further solidified my testimony as a
result. This is not a passive book. It takes active and attentive listening.

Kristy says

This is an amazing book from a very amazing man. I was first impressed with this author when I read the
Infinite Atonement (which could possibly be my all time favorite gospel book). This book is very different
from that book but it is good none the less. It is filled with such great information that supports the
truthfulness of the Great Apostasy and prophesied restoration of the gospel. I can't imagine how many hours
of research much have gone into writing this book. The author effortlessly draws testimony from the writings
of early Christians throughout the first few centuries after Christ's life and matches them with the doctrines
of the gospel as we know them today. I know that if I had been given the opportunity to research such
writings, I don't think I would have been able to understand them enough to then select various quotes to
support revealed doctrine or other points. I could hardly keep all those early brethren straight just reading in
clear English. I'm completely impressed by the way the Spirit must have enlightened Elder Callister's mind
to put all the pieces together that became this book. It is by no means a story book. It was presented in a very
"text book" like way in that it presented information that is important for people to know but most people
will not readily remember the sources and quotes without going through the book when they are searching
for something specific. That is not to say it wasn't good, only to say that it is not light reading. It's one of
those books that can be read straight through but also referred back to again and again when necessary. It
took me a long time to finish this book because it often felt like information overload. I felt like I just
couldn't remember all that I needed to mentally and spiritually absorb from it. And because my family
members are not members of the Church, I felt an overwhelming desire to try to remember all of the
information. For me that was sometimes frustrating and I would put it down for long periods of time before I
would pick it up again. But just because that was my experience does not mean that your average member
cannot read this book and think it feels like just the right amount of information to process at any given time.
Overall, I feel like this work was an incredible feat and was inspired and directed by the Spirit. God bless
Elder Callister for his testimony of this gospel and his way with words.

Daren says

At times I couldn't put the book down, and at other times I hardly wanted to pick it up, but wanted it just to
end so recluctantly picked it up again. Overall, it was a good book with some interesting insights and
compelling argument. The reasoning which exposes teachings of primitive Christianity that have been
perverted was, I thought, supported quite well.

The book explains why Christianity, the beliefs, doctrines, and ordinances, have been perverted through the
ages. The author explores early Christian thought, why changes were made, and compares it to modern
Christianity and beliefs of the L.D.S. church. At one point the author states that he is not attacking the beliefs
of other faiths, but then seems to do just that. Actually, at times he seems to compare the best of L.D.S.
religious beliefs with the worst of others'. A better defense of others' beliefs and doctrines was at times sorely
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missing, and if included would have made it a much better book.

Emily says

It is obvious that Callister is a lawyer, because he is a master researcher. That is one of main reasons his
books contain such quality substance. Callister researched the writings of the early Christian writers (that
lived during and after the apostles) and compared them with mainstream Christian doctrine today. He also
went through the history of Christianity from Christ through modern day (early Christianity, the Dark Ages,
the Renaissance and the Reformation, the Restoration). I especially loved the history and the evidence of
God's hand in the Reformation, the discovery of America, the Revolutionary War, and the Constitution.
Callister has included hundreds of amazing quotes from a variety of good, inspired men. This book was a
good mixture of scripture, history, logic, and common sense and was masterfully put together. Highly
recommend.

Heather says

I really liked this book! It's a great and very clear explanation of the apostasy and restoration of the gospel.
They were both gradual processes. Ultimately, not long after Christ's death and resurrection, internal
wickedness meant the end of the apostles, priesthood, revelation, scriptures, spiritual gifts and miracles, and
the church, along with the distortion of many doctrines, teachings, and ordinances. The truth was lost, but
knowing this would happen God had planned for the restoration of the truth. Joseph Smith and the Book of
Mormon were important parts of that restoration, as well the founders of America who established a place of
religious liberty and freedom. We are still living during this time of restoration. Prophets and apostles lead
and guide and hold priesthood keys to administer in the Lord's Church and teach His gospel. I'm grateful for
this message of hope, truth and light!

Here are a few of my favorite quotes:

"'What happened to Christ's Church?' The purpose of this book is to assist those who earnestly seek an
answer to that inquiry (p. xi)."

"'You Mormons are all ignoramuses. You don't even know the strength of your own position. It is so strong
that there is only one other tenable in the whole Christian world, and this is the position of the Catholic
Church. The issue is between Catholicism and Mormonism. If we are right, you are wrong; if you are right,
we are wrong; and that's all there is to it.... It is either the perpetuation of the gospel from ancient times, or
the restoration of the gospel in latter days (a Catholic theologian as quoted by Elder Orson F. Whitney, p.
4).'"

"This formal church organized by the Savior and his apostles was not an end in and of itself, but rather the
organization through which God chose to save souls and build his kingdom (p. 6)."

"What are the hallmarks of this divine institution known as Christ's Church?
...the teachings and doctrines were perfect because the Savior was their source
...the Church provided the ordinances necessary to save and exalt man
...the Church possessed the priesthood--the power and authority to act in God's name
...the Church was a divinely organized institution that was designed to be the most effective and efficient way
to (a) disseminate Christ's teachings, (b) perform and monitor his sacred ordinances, and (c) regulate this
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priesthood authority in an orderly manner (p. 9)."

"External persecution of the early Christians was intense. Such persecution, however, did not cause the
demise of Christ's Church any more than the crucifixion of the Savior ended Christianity. It was not external
evil or persecution that destroyed Christ's Church, but rather internal wickedness--the enemy within. That is
what proved its downfall (p. 24)."

"'The apostasy described in the New Testament is not desertion of the cause, but perversion of it, a process
by which 'the righteous are removed, and none perceives it (Hugh Nibley, p. 25).'"

"In his kindness, the Lord is always chastening admonishing, trying to avert a spiritual disaster, but
unfortunately in this case there is no scriptural or historical evidence of repentance and, thus, the
'unchurching' must have eventually occurred (p. 44)."

"This was not an isolated apostasy, but an avalanche of dissension, revolt, and heresy... This apostasy was
triggered by widespread disobedience and by a proliferation of heresies. Accordingly, the martyrdom of the
apostles was not the source of the apostasy; rather, it was a consequence of the apostasy (p. 46)."

"It is no wonder Satan was so intense in his attack against the apostles--for if the apostles could be
extinguished, the Church would lose its foundation (p. 58)."

"Why did the Lord allow the death of his apostles if they were the foundation of his Church and necessary to
bring the people to a unity of the faith? Because the Lord has never forced his prophets upon the people (p.
60)."

"The power shift from local congregations to the bishop of Rome (or the pope) as the supreme authority
evolved over time (p. 63)."

"Most Christians believe that there was no ongoing need for a Quorum of Twelve Apostles... In essence,
these advocates believe the apostles founded the church, completed their mission, died, and that was the end
of the story. No replacements were necessary.... 'Why were they essential to the establishment of the Church,
but not necessary for its perpetuation (p. 67)?'"

"For the entire four thousand years of Bible history, God revealed his words through prophets--Adam,
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Isaiah, Peter, and a host of others. That was his chosen method of
communication to man, as announced by Amos, 'Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his
secret unto his servant the prophets' (Amos 3:7). Christ's Church is a living church, not a dead church, and
revelation is the lifeblood that gives the Church its vibrancy, its power, and its life (p. 71)."

"'It seems to me a[n]...unreasonable thing, to suppose that there should be a god...that has so much concern
[for us]...and yet that he should never speak...that there should be no word [from him] (Jonathan Edwards,
p. 77).'"

"'The average Christian does not realize that the very scriptures which he reads are evidences that there has
been a great apostasy from the truth... Nearly every one of these epistles was written to counteract some
form of apostasy which was creeping into the Christian Church in the very days in which the original Twelve
Apostles lived (Elder Mark E. Petersen, p. 85).'"

"The scriptures and philosophies of man had merged into a doctrinal quagmire (p. 114)."

"While all the doctrines of Christianity are critical to understanding the gospel of Jesus Christ, there are two
doctrines that form the crux of Christianity--the fall of Adam and the atonement of Jesus Christ (p. 134)."
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"'God became man, so that we might be made gods (St. Athanasius of Alexandria [A.D. 295-373], p. 149).'"

"''Make no mistake...if you let Me, I will make you perfect. The moment you put yourself in My hands, that is
what you are in for. Nothing less, or other, than that. You have free will, and if you choose, you can push Me
away. But if you do not push Me away, understand that I am going to see this job through (C.S. Lewis, p.
153).''"

"Is God impaired, degraded, lessened, dethroned because he has given to others the capacity to become like
him? Or is he honored more.... In that process of lifting men heavenward, God simultaneously multiplies his
own honor and thus is 'honoured more,' not less. God's crowning creation possesses the ultimate power to
honor him and, in addition, to become like him (p. 158)."

"There was no limitation as to who would receive the gospel--it was to be preached to all the dead (p. 182)."

"As Harold B. Lee said, 'There are no successful sinners.'.... To deer righteousness is to defer happiness (p.
187)."

"Eternal marriage is not only scripturally correct, but it is also one of those doctrines that feels correct. The
test for spiritual truth is not to be found in the mind alone, but also in the heart (p. 201)."

"It should not seem surprising that Stan is always tampering with God's doctrine. If he cannot convince the
people to be celibates, then at the very least he can whisper to those who insist on marriage, 'until death do
you part (p. 206).'"

"During the period of the apostasy 'many plain and precious things' were deleted from the Bible (p. 216)."

"'The religion-builders have so distorted and deformed the doctrines of Jesus, so muffled them in mysticisms,
fancies and falsehoods, have caricatured them into forms so monstrous and inconceivable as to shock
reasonable thinkers... Happy in the prospect of a restoration of primitive Christianity, I must leave to
younger athletes to encounter and lop off the false branches which have been engrafted into it by the
mythologists of the middle and modern ages (Thomas Jefferson, p. 217).'"

"The apostasy had taken a heavy toll on the truth (p. 219)."

"Every time a doctrine or ordinance is corrupted, it seems other doctrines are also corrupted. Heresy is a
virus that infects and contaminates everything it touches... Once the door to heresy was opened a crack,
Satan thrust in his wedge and the door sprang wide open. Like the domino effect, one heresy led to another
(p. 230)."

"With the loss of baptism for the dead as a church ordinance, one is forced to accept one or the other of the
following alternatives, neither of which is appealing. Either one must conclude that baptism is not essential
to salvation, and thus be at odds with the veritable mass of scriptures and early Christian writers on the
subject, or he must conclude that everyone who is not baptized, even the innocent and good, are damned (p.
241)."

"The focus of the sacrament was not intended to change the nature of the bread and water; it was intended to
change the nature of one's heart (p. 244)."

"When there were no physical temples on the earth or when they were not operating under the direction of
the Melchizedek Priesthood (as was the case at the time of the Savior), then, under such circumstances,
certain temple ordinances took place at other locations approved by the Savior (p. 249)."
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"After the passage of a few centuries it was hard to find a doctrine or ordinance that had not undergone
some corruption (p. 252)."

"If someone were trying to sever the lifeline between God and mortals, what better way than to dilute the
power of prayer (p. 255)?"

"'We ponder in shock that a standard question of the Inquisition was, 'Have you read or do you own the
scriptures in the common tongue (S. Michael Wilcox, p. 262)?''"

"'If we are not reading the scriptures daily, our testimonies are growing thinner, our spirituality isn't
increasing in depth (President Harold B. Lee, p. 266).'"

"The scriptures are reservoirs of sacred truths, from which we are invited, even commanded, to drink (p.
266)."

"To assure adherence to the moral law, the Church disciplined offenders in order to protect the integrity of
the Church and assist the transgressor in the repentance process. The early Church leaders knew that it was
no act of charity to tolerate or endorse transgression under the guise of compassion (p. 286)."

"The Church was intended to be a spiritual hospital with spiritual physicians who could diagnose and heal
the infirm. What kind of physician, after diagnosing severely constricted arteries in a man's heart, would
then pat him on the back and say, 'Have a good day. I'm sure everything will be all right.' Now if that doctor
were honoring his profession, he would tell his patient that there would be serious consequences, perhaps
imminent death, if he did not make radical changes in his lifestyle (p. 287)."

"What a remarkable admission that the Church of Christ should be named after Christ (p. 291)!"

"The priesthood is the power to act for God and perform his work as though he himself were present.... the
priesthood becomes a form of divine investiture of authority by which the acts and words of the priesthood
bearer become the acts and words of the Savior (p. 293)."

"Armed with the power of God these priesthood men accomplished at least four purposes: first, they taught
the word of God with power; second, they performed the sacred ordinances with divine validity; third, they
governed the affairs of the Church in an orderly way; and fourth, they administered blessings to the human
family. This priesthood power is the heart of the Church--it pumps life into every organ of the body. Take it
away, and the teachings lack power; the ordinances lack validity; the administration lacks direction; and the
Church lacks its full ability to bless. Without the priesthood, the Church is no more than another man-made
institution--a worthy service club of sorts, but it has no power to save (p. 295)."

"There are many sincere Christians, but sincerity alone does not mean they hold the priesthood. They must
also be called of God and be ordained by the laying on of hands. Sincerity in and of itself does not give a
private citizen the power to arrest another. The world understands that there must be an order to things;
otherwise, chaos reigns--and so it is with the priesthood of God (p. 296)."

"'When the priesthood was gone, not one single, solitary ordinance of the gospel could efficaciously or
redemptively be administered, no matter how honest and earnestly seeking those men...were (Elder Jeffrey R.
Holland, p. 297).'"

"Men and women are of equal import in God's eyes, but each is given a different role in building the
kingdom (p. 298)."

"With the death of the apostles there were still men holding the priesthood upon the earth, but they did not
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hold the necessary keys to perpetuate the priesthood. Without the apostles and the keys they held, the course
of priesthood extinction was unalterably fixed (p. 300)."

"After John Wesley ordained Thomas Coke a 'superintendent' to administer the sacraments to the
Methodists, his brother Charles wrote: 'So easily are Bishops made By man's or woman's whim? W[esley],
his hands on C[oke] hath laid, But who laid hands on Him (p. 301)?'"

"Without direct priesthood lineage to the Savior, there can be no authority of the Savior (p. 302)."

"God's Church is a church of order. One must be called of God and ordained by the laying on of hands.
There are no exceptions (p. 302)."

"'I believe there has never been a moment of time since the creation that God has abandoned the earth to
Satan. There has always been someone holding the priesthood on the earth to hold Satan in check (Elder
Joseph Fielding Smith, p. 303).'"

"It is a serious thing to suggest that God would allow his own Church to be removed from the earth, but
certain divine principles inevitably lead to that conclusion (p. 312)."

"God did not force men to be righteous for the sake of continuity of his Church. He invites, commands,
prophesies, and warns, but he does not suppress man's agency. Such conduct would be contrary and
counterproductive to the divine plan that places moral agency as its key foundation stone (p. 313)."

"Evidently there must exist a certain critical mass of righteousness for the Church to remain as an organized
institution (p. 314)."

"Christ's Church survived for a while because of the righteousness of a few. But when the mass of pure
believers became so small and wickedness so prevalent, then...God removed his Spirit, and the Church
became extinct as a spiritual entity (p. 316)."

"God did not fail with the cessation of his Church. He never fails... Knowing of the apostasy in advance, God
made the Restoration a critical element in that master plan (p. 321)."

"'Beginning in the 14th century, the Lord began to prepare those social, educational, religious, economic,
and governmental conditions under which he could more easily restore the gospel for the last time among
men (p. 324)."

"The Reformation...was not the final act; rather, it was a necessary precursor to the restoration of Christ's
Church (p. 327)."

"Once...an independent nation was established, a government needed to be raised up that would foster
freedom of religion... the Lord sent such men as George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin,
John Adams, and others, all of whom later appeared to Wilford Woodruff in the St. George Temple and
declared that they had performed their foreordained task in laying the foundation of this government and
now wanted the blessings of the gospel in their lives (p. 334)."

"'No unhallowed hand can stop the work from progressing (Joseph Smith, p. 343).'"

"'When a wrong wants righting, or a truth wants preaching, or a continent wants discovering, God sends a
baby into the world to do it (President Spencer W. Kimball, p. 344).'"

"'These are the dead Apostles. Here we have the living Apostles.' President Kimball then pointed to Elder



Read and Download Ebook The Inevitable Apostasy and the Promised
Restoration...

PDF File: The Inevitable Apostasy and the
Promised Restoration...

10

Packer, Elder Thomas S. Monson, and Elder L. Tom Perry and said, 'We are the living Apostles....' President
Kimball's testimony was so powerful that the custodian's eyes filled with tears (p. 346)."

"'The keys of the kingdom are committed unto man on the earth, and from thence shall the gospel roll forth
unto the ends of the earth, as the stone which is cut out of the mountains without hands shall roll forth, until
it has filled the whole earth' (D&C 65:2, p. 347)."

"'We declare with words of solemnity that His priesthood and His Church have been restored upon the earth
(First Presidency and Quorum of the Twelve, p. 348).'"

"This...does not mean there are not good people in other churches--for there are. It does not mean that other
churches do not have some truths--for they do (p. 348)."

"Christ's Church was not a status quo church. It was a dynamic, living church built upon continuing
revelation (p. 349)."

"The divine footprints were clearly visible, the handiwork of God distinctly discernible. Instead of the
spotlight, there was the secluded appearance of the Father and the Son; instead of a blaring microphone, the
whispering voice of the Spirit; and instead of the garrulous masses, the humble but certain testimony of the
few (p. 351)."

Mark says

This book will most likely replace Talmage's "Great Apostasy" as the go-to volume on this topic in the
Church. It is a much broader approach to the topic. Talmage focused with greater depth on the actual
apostasy itself, I think, but Callister discusses more broadly it's historical ramifications over a broader period
of time, and spends significantly more time on the reformation and the restoration. Callister does stray at
times from his topic to give a devotional speech, but what's wrong with that? Definitely worth a read for any
Latter-day Saint and anyone interested in our doctrine.

Barbara says

Good information, a bit repetitious. Want the whole story with research and quotations to back up the
assertions? Read the whole book. TL:DR, read Appendix B.

Bill says

Another fantastic book. It's a slow read - - so much to digest. As good as his book, "The Infinite Atonement."
Will reread this book in the future.

Jill says

This was a fascinating read. So much information but well thought out and beautifully presented.
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James says

This is a valuable book and a great reference for studying many of the issues of the apostasy. The author did
an incredible amount of research and uncovered many fascinating insights. The things he uncovered about
early Christian practices and how the members and leaders fell away from the true gospel are astounding. He
makes a case that is hard to deny that an apostasy happened, and has a wonderful testimony that the
restoration has occurred. My only complaint would be that it was a little long winded and repetitive at a few
spots. Overall, I think it is a very important book for all Latter-day Saints to read.


