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Presenting a sustained and concrete challenge to the current political consensus, this reference identifies the
radical alternative of adopting socialism as the key issue facing civilization and the crucia condition of
making substantial progress. Demonstrating that capitalist control of the state was so comprehensive that
partia reforms were impossible, this reference attempts to explain how society has managed to evade
socialism, exploring how its claims have failed to persuade many intellectuals and the potential benefactors
of an alternative order. Reviewing the influence of economic elites and the dominant class, this study aso
probes the states claims to legitimacy, defines the purpose and role of governments, and analyzes the
concepts of reform and repression. Depicting how the state reemerged from behind the mystifications of the
political system and its behavior to become the central theme of political studies, thisradical and
philosophical investigation combines a political appeal with thorough, detailed scholarship. A discussion of
servants of the state and the concept of imperfect competition are also included.
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Malcolm says

| read this as an undergradaute, and thirty yearslater | keep coming back to it as one of the foundational
pieces about how | understand the State to work. It is elegant, fluid, compelling and 40 years after it was first
published remains a fantastic foil for schoalrship and politics. Deservedly, a (almost, the) classic.

Mike says

Really surprised how much | liked this. Poor bloke's not likely to get much of alook-in now thanksto his
dreadful children. This book isa concise and powerful account of how state power functions in what he calls
‘advanced capitalist countries, basically the Western liberal democracies then. Miliband was ahead of
Chomsky (on the media), Althusser (on schools etc). Quite abook for itstime.

The book isreally good at balancing credit for the the limited benefits of aliberal democracy over a
completely authoritarian/fascistic capitalist regime (press, basic trade union activity etc) with the point that
these are fundamentally inadequate in bringing about a genuinely democratic, egalitarian society, and the
state being utterly stacked against those ends. What stands out though is the emphasis on how the limited
freeduhms serve the ideol ogical status quo, set the limits on political imagination, etc. In short, Miliband
takes as his starting point Marx's famous quote in The German Ideology and extends it to a book length
treatment of state power.

There will be less here for anyone who's already signed up to revolutionary politics but it's still worth reading
IMO. The sort of book that | would make compulsory for first-year undergrad.

Mz says

O Miliband eTuxe1pe? o pap&loTik? av?Auon 2Awv Twv BEOUD oTa ayXpova dUTIK? Kp?tn. K?p1og
OT?X0C TOU BIPA?0U, TIOL KATEUBVEL TIG EVOEAEXEPC AVAA?TEIC OTIC GEAPDEC TOU, ENAL 1N OVACKEL?
TV PAEAE?BEPWV BEWPIV TEP? TMOUVPAAICUO? KOl LTI?PRACNC TWV TAEIKY AVICOT?TwWY oTd
TAO?2010 TNG GYXPOVN G «BIOUNXAVIK?C KOIVWV 20 C».

To BIBA?0 TLPOB?TNOE EVI?OEIC, UE ATIOTZAECUA TN WWOT? dlau?xn MovAavt{?-Miliband yia to
P?A0 TOU KP?TOUC OTIC KATITAAIOTIK?C KOIVWV 76C. 2€ avT?20e0n 2Uw e Tov N7Ko MNMovAavtl?, o
0TI070¢ B0 LTIDOTNPZEEL 2TI TO GYXPOVA KP?TN, WC KATITOAIOTIK?C OOU?C, ELVOON T
KOTITOALOTIK? CUPQ?POVTA OVEE?PTNTA OTI? TO TOIOI 0OKOV TNV ££0VC70 G€ AUT? (SOWIK?G
Hop&lop?q), o Miliband Ba uTOOTNPZEl 2T1 N TPOCAWM N TOL MOVAAVTL? TEPIOP?LEL TNV EPYUTIK?
Op?0n Kal 2Tl Ol dOU?C TWV CAXPOVEV SUTIKD KPATV €01 KATITOAIOTIK?C, OKPIB?C ETEID? TA
NYETIK? TOUC TP?0WTI ATOTEAOV KATITOAIOT?G (EPYOAEIOK?C HOPEIOU?G).

Z2u@uva e Tov Miliband, ot 1 2pope SUTIK?C KOIVWV ¢ TOL GUEPA, TIIP? TIC ETTU?POVE EBVIK G
OlOPOP?C KAl 1010OPY?EC, Ol 2TIOVTOIL OTT? IO OOl ZUOP@N OILKOVOMIK? B?01. EVaI X?pEC UE
ONUOKPATIKO?C BECO?C, 1A ?TEPA BIOUNXOVOTOINUVEG KOI EA?XIOTO EAPTNUVEC AT? TN
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YEWPY?0, EV? Ol TIIPOYWYIK G OX20€1C EVAL OX?0€1C AVUECH GTOUG KATITAAIGT?C EPYOD?TEC KAl
TOLC LIOBWTO?C EPY?TEC.

Me A0 A\d, PAEC 0l OYXPOVECG QUTIK?C KOIVWV2EC VAL KATITAAIOTIK?G XOpaKTnp?lovtal aT?
ATOoVN BlOPNXOVOTIO? 0N KAl TO HEYOAZTEPO U?POC TWV L7006V TIOPAYWY?C BP?0KETAL UTT? ATOWIK?
1810KTNO?0 KOl 7AEYXO.

AvaWwwp?2ovTag TNV EA?X10TN TP?000 TIOU ?XEl ONUEIWOE? ATI? TOV Marx U2Xpl Kal TIG O PEIOTIK?G
OVAA?0E1C VIO TO KP?T0¢ (Gramscei), 0 CLYYPA P0G AVOAZEL EKTEVZOTATA KOl EKTETAUAVA 2XI U0 TO
OYXPOVa KP?TN, OAA? KOl PA0UC TOUG BECO?C TGV OUTIKV KOIVWVI.

AVOA?0VTAG TOV P?A0 TeV €E0VA1N, TOL T?1ouv, TG EKKANO?0¢ KAl TOL OTPATO?, TV ONUOT 2V
UTIIAAZAQV KOIT TGV SLA@UIOT, U2XP1 KO TGV OKABNUO 2KV KAl NYETD OTA EPYATIK? GUVOIK?TA,
LoXLP?LETAl 2Tl N 2010 N O0U? TN QUTIK?C KOIVLV 20 G JLATNPE? TNV AVIG?2TNTA KAl TNV TAEIK? TI7AN,
TPOTIYOVA?{OVTOC TO KATITAAIOTIK? Status quOo w¢ AT ?tnon TNE €BVIK?C 0OIKOVOU?0 G KOl KAT?
OUV?TELO, WC EOVIK? OKOTT?.

M?0a g€ aLT? TO TIAA 7010, K?0€ BIEKO?KNON TWV EPYATV, TIOL TIPOWBE?TAL LE ATEPYIOK?
KIVNTOTIO?N 0N, (TO V0 GNUAVTIK? 2IMAO TWV EPYATV), KAAE?TAL VA AVTIUETWIT?0El AOQEUKTIK?C
T1?0€1C ATT? TO CVOAO OXEOV TNC KOIVWV 20, TIOL LTEPACTI?LETAL TN OTOBEP?TNTA, TOL TIPAKTIK?
EVVOE? TICG Ol APOPEC OIKOVOLLIK G EA?T.

E2ai B?Baila yeyov?g ?tl, 0Ta dNUOKPOTIK? TAA 2010 TGV HOVT?PVWV KOIVWVIA, PA0 Kal
TEPICC?TEPOI EKTIP?0WIOL TWV KAT?2TEPUV T2EEWV ATOAAUBAVOULV TNV E€AV0IA TOU CUCTUATOC KAl TN
OLVAT?INTA VO 0OKOV TI20€1C V1A TO ALK ? TOUC CUPP?POVTA. MTIOPOV 2UWC UT? TO JIKALUATA v
OLYKPIBOV 20TW HUE TA AVT?0TOIXA TWV MECT 20V KAl AV?2TEPWY T2 WV aTNV 2010 Kolvwv?2a; O
Miliband apve?tal KaTnyopnUATIK?.

200 KOl OV 0UEVETAL 0 OPIBU?C TV TPOAET?PLWY TIOL d?XOVTAI UPNAO? ETITI?O0L EKTII?2DELON KAl
KOTOKTO?V av?2TEPA dNU?201a A&l 2UOTA TNG KOIVOVIK?C KAPUOKOC, ENVAL OVAUQP?AEKTN AA?BEIO 2Tl
OTOTEAOV ATIN?C EEQIPTOEIC, EV? VIO TNV ETITUX 20 TOUC AT TE?TAI VO BLC1?00UV TIOAA?. Z€ K?20g
TEP?ITTWOT], Ol OV?TEPOI SNU?0101 UTTPAANAOL, Ol OKOJNUA?KO? AAA? KAl Ol SIKOOT?G, TIPO?pX0ovTal
KOT? KAVVA ATC? TIC LECA7EC KO TIC AV2TEPEC T2EIC TNC KOIVLV 20 C.

210 BIBA?0 yVovTal eT1070€1¢ 0 20£C BEWP?EC AVTIOIOOTZAAOUV TIC OYXPOVEC KOIVWV 7EC UE
KPIT?pL0 TN BIOUNXOVOTD?N07? TOUG, ETEIO? CUOKOT?{0UV TNV OMIY?C KATITAAOTIK? T2%N
TPOYUL?TOV, EEAAE2POVTAC BOAIK? TNV OVAKN QVATPOTI?C TN KAL TNV OVAKN 0OCLOAITTIK?G
01Kod?2unang.

To dUTIK? KP?TOG OT?PILE TOV KATITAAICTIK? TP?IO AV 2rtuéng 20N aTt? 1A TP?Td ToL BUATa, EV?
200 TEPVO TA XPVIA, N OT?pIEN aUT? O PElVETAL OAA? aLEVETal, CUUTEPAVEl 0 Miliband.
ACQIA?C, 0 ?010C 0 KATITOAIOTIK?C TP?TOC T PAYWY?C UTIIYOPE?EL OTA avOP?ruva ?An ToL ToV
EYWIOU? KAl TNV IAIOT?AELN, TIPOKOAVTAC IOXUP?C AVIO?TNTEG KAl VT?0€IC. Ol €BVIK?C, OK2UN KAl
0l BpNOKELTIK?C OE?2eC 2X1 ATIA?C OOLVOTON VO TNV AVAKAPOLV, OAA? AVT20ETA, TOUC TIPOTP?POLV
ot?p1&n UE TOV GLVTNPNTIOU? TOUC.

T?00 01 ETIU?POUG KLBEPV?CEIC 200 KAl Ol XPIOTIOVIK?C EKKANG?e¢ TIPO?rmoB?touy adlapapt?enta
TNV KATITOAIOTIK? AV?ITUEN, EV? 0TO VOO TOU €BVIKO? CUU@?POVTOC ATIOOOKI 2L OLV K 70€
ATEPYIOK? KIVNTOTIO?NON ? ETOVACTATIK? OVATPOTT?, VOUILOTIONVTOC 2T01 TNV adlK 20 TNG
KOTITOALOTIK?G TPAYUATIK 2ZTNTOC, TNV OTO?20, KAT? T PAAQ, AVETAL KAl Ol 2d1EG VA
OTIOOOKIL?L0UV.

Me tn og1p?T0LC, 0 T?MOC, N BECUOBETN VN KT ?2OEVON, N ALAPAULON KAl N TROTIYV OO
EVIOX?0UV KOl OVATP?YOUV TOV KOTITAAIOWU?, GTOV OTIO?0 TIPOCTP?POUV Va eEAIPETIK?
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OTOTEAEGUATIK? TAO 2010 VOUIOTIO?NONG. TO PYUXPOTOAEUIK? KAPUO TWV TEAEUTO 2wV OEKAETIV KAl
0 OUVOK?ZA0V00¢ P?BoC VIa ILa ET?PECT ATT? TO AVATOAIK? UTIAOK EVIOX 70UV OIUT? TO TN ?010.

H 2010 n T2Xvn eVIOX7El TO KATITAALOTIK? TN 2010, T PYOVTAC TIPO?VTA HAlIK?¢ KATAVZAWoNC,
TPOR?AAOVTOC WG 7PWEC TOUC «TITPI2TEC» TIOU AYLV?2LOVTAL EVAVTIO OTOV «KKKIVO KA/OUVO» (TIX
James Bond). AK?Un Kdl ?tav aToTUYX V0UV, K?TI TIOU VTWE CUMBAVEL LEPIK?C QOP?C, OUT? OeV
O@EZAETAL OTNV ATPOBLU? 7AWV TV SUTIKD BECUN VO EVIOX?00UV TNV KATITOAIOTIK? 170000

TIO POYWY2G.

H €€0ua?0 Tev ETUXEIPNHUATIV OTIC OYXPOVEC KOIVWVZEC €NV AL T?700 HEY?AN, TIOU OK2UN KOl
aKpa?01 p1{ooT?2oTeg ?mwc ol Pac?oteg (Hitler, Mussalini), apx1K? dev ?tav T?Mote TOp? 7pyova
Bropnxvwv. O 2010¢ 0 EBVIKICU?E ?tav dNUIO?PYNHO TNC OCTIK?G T2NE, AVEE?pTNTa AT? TO AV
apYy?reEPA TNG ONUIO?PYNOE EUTT?DIO KOl OTP2PNKE EVAVT?0V TNC, 2TAV LIOBET?ONKE ATI? KP?TN TOUL N
OULTIKO? K?GOU.

Me eVOEAEXE?C AVOA?0EIC KO TIOPASEAUATO CUYKEKPILAV WY KPaT?V, 0 Miliband katadelkv?el Tn
OVAUN TGV OIKOVOUIK? EA?T OTIC BUTIK?C KOIVWV?EC, AVaWwP?(ovVTag 2Uwe CLV U, 2T1 W vav
BaBu?, n e€oLo?0 TOLC ENVAL AVTAYWVIOTIK?, ETMUEPICUAVN KAI OLOXEPUEVN, EV? Ol NVTWG
ONUOKPATIK?C KATAKT?0EIG TWV EPYOTV OE KAU?A TEPTITWOT OV TP?TEL VO UTOTIUATAL.

Qot700, 01 COOIOABNUOKPATIK?C T PEUP?0¢E1C, eTup Vel 0 Miliband, aToteA0V ?X1 ETTPALON TLV
KOIVOIVIKY TPOPBANU?TWY 0AA? ZUBAUVVO? TOUC, E OT?XO0 TN dlAT?pNan NG LTZPXoVOAC TZNC
TIPOYUL2TOV.

Ol KOTITOAITTIK?C KOIVWV 76 TWV NUEPV HAG LYP?OTAVTAL OAOVA KOl IOXLPPTEPEC EVT?0EIC, TIC
0TI0?7C 0 OPUOC TLV PETAPPLOU?0EWY (COTIAASNUOKPAT?0) aduVATE? Tha Vo aTocof?0¢l. H
OTIOTLX?0 TN METAPPPOU ONG LOC YP?PVEL UTIPOCT? OTOV OE?TEPO TP?TO dIAT?PN NG TOV
KOTITOAIOTIKO? status quo, TIoU dEV €Val PANOC OTT? TNV KOTACTOA?: TP?KEITAL Vi TOV E0UCIACTIK?
TP?1o AlaKUB?pvNaong oL XOPAKTNP?(El TA QACIOTIK? KaBeoT?ta.

Xwp?2¢va KVEL AY0 yia Jia TnBav? 2Aeuon @uoloTIK? KaBeoT?twv, o Miliband TpoBA?IEl Tnv
a?€naon Twv €€0VCIA0TIK dUVUEWV OTIC OUTIK?C KOIVWVZEC, WA a?Enan Tou 6 Ba eval
aVOYKO 20 OOIOTIK?, OAA? LWZAAOV Bd YVEL LIE TO TP?0NHO TNC AVOYKO 20 ¢ ONUOKPATIK?C
TIPOOTOC?0C. [Ma TT?200 AK U ?paye Ta dLTIK? KaBeoT?ta Ba cLUPIB?(oVY ETITUX?C TO «OOTIK?-
ONUOKPOATIK?» TNO 701 ? TOUG E TIC AVAYKEG TOU OVETITUYLAVOU KATITAAIOUO? KO TO
OVTIOTOUIKIOTIK? TWEZUO GUUUZPEWONC TIOU OUT?C ATITE?;

eyov?2¢ €Al 211 0 KATITAOAIOU?C ?XEl ATIOOEZEl ETDVEIANUUAVO 2TI UTIOPE? VO TPOOOPU?LETAI OE
OlOQOPETIK? KABETT?TA, OTI? TA TIO QAEAE?DEPA U?X Pl KAL TO THO OAOKANPWTIK?. AV dev LTI?PEEI
[OXUP? EPYATIK? KVNUO V1A VA TOV ATIDCOR?0EL, 0 KVOUVOCG TOU OAOKANPWTICHUO?, E TNV EEKDapn
? TNV KEKAAVUUAN HOPP? TOL, BP?OKETAI 200G TI?AL TIPO TGV TLAN.
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